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Body 


After what feels like a month of scandals and mudslinging, it can be easy to forget that the 2019 Alberta provincial 
election is about policy. 


The Star has compiled highlights from the platforms of the five main parties - the United Conservative Party, the 
New Democratic Party, the Alberta Party, the Alberta Liberal Party, and the Freedom Conservative Party - on some 
major election issues, in advance of Tuesday's vote. 


One key issue is the Trans Mountain pipeline expansion project. All five parties have thrown their support behind 
pipeline development, vowing to push Ottawa to approve and put shovels in the ground on the expansion. 


How they plan to achieve this goal, however, varies greatly. 


The NDP has said it will not agree to increase the carbon tax to match federal levels unless the Trans Mountain 
project is approved. The NDP passed Bill 12 - so-called "turn off the taps" legislation that would restrict oil and gas 
shipments to British Columbia in retaliation for that province's efforts to block Trans Mountain - but did not proclaim 
the bill or bring it into force. 


On April 8, NDP Leader Rachel Notley said she was willing to bet her political future on the project being approved 
by the federal government by the end of May, but voters will go to the polls before that deadline has run its course. 


Jason Kenney's UCP has pledged to aggressively pursue every possible pipeline project, including Keystone XL, 
Trans Mountain, and restart Energy East and Northern Gateway. To get Trans Mountain approved, Kenney said he 
would enact Bill 12 and "turn off the taps" to British Columbia. 


The Alberta Liberal Party would also work to revive Energy East. 


The Freedom Conservative Party agrees with enacting Bill 12, but would also call on the federal government to sell 
Trans Mountain back to the public sector. 


The UCP has also said it would dedicate $30 million for an "energy war room" to promote Alberta's oil and gas 
development. 


While the NDP and the Alberta Liberal Party are calling for "significant amendments to federal Bill C-69, which 
would change how infrastructure projects are assessed and approved - a move critics say will stifle Alberta's 
pipeline ambitions - the UCP and Alberta Party pledge to strike it down, and say they will constitutionally challenge 
the bill if it's passed. 
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Oil and gas 


Trying to bring the value of Alberta's oil products out of the gutter, the NDP has announced it will soend $3.7 billion 
to move more oil by rail, expecting the plan to generate $2.2 billion in profit without interfering with grain shipments. 


The UCP would cancel this plan, believing the private sector can find the right balance. 


The NDP said it will continue to work with the industry to expand refining, upgrading and petrochemical production 
capacity, attracting $75 billion in new private investment. 


The Alberta Party says it will also support the construction of the Sturgeon Refinery, which is expected to increase 
the GDP by $5 billion per year and create 13,000 additional jobs per year once the project is complete. 


Carbon tax 


The NDP government's Climate Leadership Plan includes a carbon tax that now sits at $30 per tonne of 
greenhouse gas emissions. 


While lower-income Albertans receive rebates to compensate for the extra costs, revenue left over from the carbon 
tax is being used to fund various energy-efficiency investments, as well as a 33 per cent cut to the small business 
tax. 


The Freedom Conservative Party and the UCP would both scrap the provincial carbon tax, but experts have warned 
that would open the door to the federal government to force its carbon tax plan on Albertans. 


The UCP would replace the carbon tax with the Technology Innovation and Emissions Reductions (TIER) plan, 
where facilities that produce more than 100,000 tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions will have to reduce their 
emissions by 10 per cent, increasing by 1 per cent every year. Those who can't meet those targets would either 
have to purchase offsets from emissions reductions occurring elsewhere in the Alberta economy or pay into the 
TIER fund at a rate of $20 a tonne. 


The Alberta Party would eliminate the carbon tax on businesses that emit less than 100,000 tonnes of greenhouse 
gases and on gasoline and propane used in vehicles and for heating homes. Municipal governments and non- 
profits would also be exempt. 


The Alberta Liberal Party would keep the carbon tax but make it revenue neutral, meaning all carbon tax revenue 
will be returned to consumers and businesses. 


Balancing the budget 


The NDP has pledged to balance Alberta's budget by 2024 without making devastating cuts to front-line services 
and maintaining spending on key infrastructure projects. However, the plan has been criticized by fiscal 
conservatives because it relies on resource revenue doubling - of which the stalled Trans Mountain Pipeline 
expansion plays a major role - and could see the province's total debt climb to $96 billion. 


The UCP's platform pledges to "balance the budget in the first term through economic growth and prudent 
spending." 


Part of the UCP plan includes reducing the general income tax rate on businesses from 12 per cent to 8 per cent 
over four years and keeping the small business tax rate at 2 per cent. According to the UCP, University of Calgary 
political economist Bev Dahlby estimated this tax cut will generate a $12.7-billion increase in nominal GDP, a 6.5 
per cent increase in per capita real GDP, and $1.2 billion in additional government revenues by 2024. 


The NDP has slammed this plan, saying it will create a multibillion-dollar hole in the budget without creating any 
immediate jobs. 
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The Alberta Party is also hoping corporate tax cuts will boost Alberta's bottom line, saying that reducing the general 
corporate tax rate from 12 per cent to 10 per cent over four years will generate $7 billion in benefits to the economy. 


The Liberal Party plans to maintain front-line services and balance the budget without making significant cuts by 
bringing in a new sales tax, and creating an 8 per cent "Hospital and Schools Tax." 


Under its plan, the Liberals claim the budget deficit will be offset by $1.6 billion in national revenue increases 
projected for the next fiscal year, a $500-million reduction in corporate welfare, a projected $400 million in savings 
through audits looking at cutting unnecessary or inflated administrative costs, and $1 billion in new sales tax 
revenue from tourists visiting from outside the province. 


The Freedom Conservative Party's (FCP) path to balance takes the UCP model of cutting spending and reducing 
taxes a step further, promising to reduce the income tax rate to a flat 10 per cent, reduce the business tax rate to 10 
per cent, and abolish the provincial small business tax. 


The party plans to balance the budget by making $1.34 billion in spending cuts in the first year. 
Minimum wage 


The NDP increased Alberta's minimum wage to $15 per hour in an effort to reduce the demand on social programs 
from the working poor while helping those 11 per cent of the working population who are paid the minimum wage 
keep up with increases in the cost of living. 


The Liberal Party says, if elected, it would maintain the $15 per hour minimum wage as established by the NDP 
government, but would push for the eventual implementation of a universal basic income. 


The UCP says it will maintain the $15 per hour minimum wage for most workers, but would cut the minimum wage 
to $13 per hour for workers under the age of 17. The party says it would also look into reducing the minimum wage 
for those working in the hospitality industry. 


The Freedom Conservative Party is also calling on minimum wage reductions for youth, new hires, trainees, and 
interns to get more people back to work. 


The Alberta Party makes no mention of minimum wage in its position statements, but leader Stephen Mandel has 
said that, if elected, his party will not reverse the province's minimum wage. 


Health care 


The NDP government highlighted funding the Calgary Cancer Centre, adding 1,200 doctors and 1,200 nurses 
across the province, building 2,100 long-term and dementia care spaces, and finalizing funding for a new mental 
health clinic for Edmonton children as examples of its commitment to improve access to health care for all Albertans 
despite tough economic conditions. 


Improving access for Albertans in smaller municipalities and more rural areas, the NDP invested in emergency and 
health facilities in Fort McMurray, Kananaskis, and Sylvan Lake, while expanding urgent care in Airdrie and at 
Medicine Hat's regional hospital. 


The party has pledged to build an additional 2,000 long-term care and dementia beds, and pilot two storefront 
mental health clinics in Edmonton and Calgary to provide immediate and accessible care. 


The Liberal Party said, if elected, it would lobby the federal government for a national pharmacare plan - which 
would see the cost of prescription drugs covered as part of the provincial health-care plan - while changing the way 
doctors are compensated for their work. 
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Instead of doctors being paid on a per-patient basis, the Liberals would explore implementing a "primary care clinic" 
model where doctors are paid based on how healthy their patients are, similar to a model being adopted in British 
Columbia. 


The Liberal Party would also require that all health facilities, including Covenant Health facilities, provide medical 
assistance in dying services on-site, while promising to open 2,200 additional long-term care spaces and promising 
$150 million over four years to improve access to home care and assisted living. 


To secure more cash to tackle the opioid crisis, the Alberta Party says it would declare it a public health emergency 
to increase funding for opioid response by 50 per cent. 


The UCP is seeking value for taxpayers' dollars in Alberta's health-care system, saying it would conduct a review to 
find savings in medical administration costs that can be reallocated to front-line services. 


The UCP would also cancel the NDP's plan to bring laboratory services under Alberta Health Services’ purview by 
cancelling a proposal to build a $590-million "superlab" at the University of Alberta. 


The Freedom Conservative Party says it would open the door for private health-care options to shorten wait times, 
and would contract out non-core services, like laundry, to private companies to cut costs. 


Indigenous voters 


The UCP's platform relating to Indigenous people in Alberta is in keeping with the party's jobs and economy focus, 
with plans to facilitate First Nations financial participation in major resource projects and to support pro-resource 
groups in Indigenous communities with a $10-million legal action fund. 


The NDP was celebrated by some Indigenous leaders for being one of the first provincial governments to address 
issues raised by Indigenous communities in a meaningful way, investing $100 million to improve drinking water in 
First Nations communities and $120 million in affordable housing for Indigenous peoples. 


The NDP said, if re-elected, it would work with Indigenous groups to purchase equity partnerships in pipeline 
projects while entering into negotiations with First Nation and M#233;tis peoples to explore a renewed fiscal 
relationship. 


The NDP has also promised to increase financial support to Native Friendship Centres to expand supports for 
Indigenous people living away from First Nation communities in the province. 


The Liberal Party wants to bring Indigenous representation to the table by adding six new seats to the legislature for 
Indigenous peoples representation. 


The Alberta Party would implement the 94 calls to action outlined by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and 
would raise per-student funding of First Nations, M#233;tis and Inuit students to match the provincial average, 
billing the federal government for the difference until a sustainable funding agreement is reached. 


The FCP platform does not explicitly mention any policies or promises specifically addressing Indigenous peoples in 
Alberta. 


Environment 


As part of its Climate Leadership Plan, the NDP has taken bold action to curb climate change, including phasing out 
coal-fired power. 


If re-elected, the NDP says it will phase out coal generation by 2030, adding more renewable energy supply to the 
system. Under the Climate Leadership Plan, the NDP expects to achieve a 45 per cent reduction in methane 
emissions by 2025. 


The UCP, however, would scrap the coal phaseout plan, putting job creation ahead of climate action. 
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The FCP says it will also allow coal plants to remain open under the condition that they meet "reasonable 
environmental standards." Additional plans include ending subsidies for future renewable energy projects that are 
not competitive with other energy sources. 


Alberta's Liberals are proposing an "oilpatch cleanup bond" to ensure taxpayers aren't on the hook for the cost of 
reclamation, while putting time limits on "suspended wells" to ensure nonproducing wells don't sully Alberta's 
landscape for decades without being addressed. 


The party has also pledged to double the amount of protected natural areas in Alberta. 


The UCP would provide $10 million over two years to create the Big Island Provincial Park along the North 
Saskatchewan River in southwest Edmonton, and said it would institute a mandatory $30 trail permit fee for off- 
highway vehicles and camping trailers to pay for restoring trails and repairing damage to natural areas caused by 
vehicles. 


An Alberta Party government would appoint a bee protection task force to provide recommendations on how to 
support healthy bee populations. 
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